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AFGHANISTAN. 23 Mar.—Foreign Minister. It was announced 
that Sultan Ahmad Khan, Ambassador in Moscow, had been appointed 
to replace Mr Ali Mohammed Khan as Foreign Minister. The latter 
was to remain Deputy Premier. 


ARAB LEAGUE. 28 Mar.—The Council admitted Libya to member. 
ship of the League. 


AUSTRALIA. 1 Apr.—Import Restrictions. Restrictions on raw 
cotton, crude rubber, fertilizers, nitrate of soda, and certain other pro- 
ducts were removed, so as to admit additional goods to a value of 
£Aso m. Some imports of which only percentages of the basic year’s 
quota were allowed were also freed. 


AUSTRIA. 22 Mar.—The executive of the People’s Party issued a 
statement announcing that Dr Figl had asked to be relieved of the task 
of forming a Coalition Government with the Socialists, owing to the 
failure of his negotiations with Socialist leaders. The executive had 
unanimously decided to entrust the formation of a Government to 
Herr Raab, the party chairman. 

23 Mar.—President Kérner called on Herr Raab to try to form a 
Government. 


BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 29 Mar.—Southern Rhodesia. A 
meeting of the ‘Southern Rhodesia All-African Convention’, held in the 
native township of Salisbury passed ‘unanimously’ a resolution against 
Central African federation. It maintained that the British Government 
had to decide between ‘the wishes of 6 m. Africans and the economic 
advantage of a few white settlers’. The resolution was to be sent to the 
Secretary of State for Commonwealth Relations, the Indian High Com- 
missioner in London, and the United Nations. 


BURMA. :20 Mar.—The Government ordered national registration 
of all citizens as a security measure. 

The War Office announced that the Chinese Nationalists had been 
pushed about fifty miles outside Mongshu State on the central Salween 
sector. 

25 Mar.—Appeal to United Nations. The Foreign Minister 
cabled the U.N. Secretary-General asking that Nationalist China 
be branded an aggressor for maintaining troops on Burmese soil, and 
giving an account of the operations in Burma of the Chinese Nationalist 
forces, which were estimated to number 12,000. He claimed that they 
were directed and supplied from Formosa. 

The War Ministry announced that the central Salween sector had 
been cleared of Chinese troops, who were now east of the river. 

28 Mar.—E.C.A. The Government announced that they had given 
notice to the U.S. Government to terminate by 30 June the economic 
co-operation agreement under which American aid had been supplied. 
The Foreign Minister, in a Note to the U.S. Ambassador on 17 March, 
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had explained that the action was not intended ‘to cast reflection on 
existing programmes or on the activities of the technical co-operation 
agreement personnel in Burma’. 

29 Mar.—Chinese Nationalists. The Prime Minister, U. Nu, 
stated that the Chinese Nationalist forces would have to be disarmed 
and interned, since their repatriation to Formosa would reinforce 
Chiang Kai-shek’s army. He said the Chinese were helping the Karen 
rebels, who were giving them arms and ammunition. 

The Indian Prime Minister arrived at Imphal and began with U. Nu 
a tour of the frontier areas. 


CANADA. 29 Mar.—France. The French Premier and the Foreign 
and Finance Ministers arrived in Ottawa for full discussions on inter- 
national questions. It was agreed to set up a joint committee to work out 
technical details for the expansion of trade. 


CEYLON. 24 Mar.—Rubber. The Government banned the trans~- 
shipment of rubber and other strategic materials for re-export to Com- 
munist China. 

26 Mar.—The House of Representatives passed, by 43 votes to 18, a 
Bill approving the title of Queen Elizabeth as Queen.of Ceylon. The 
Prime Minister pointed out that Elizabeth was not Queen because she 
was Queen of England, but because Ceylon’s Constitution provided for 
it. 


CHILE. 25 Mar.—Great Britain: Antarctic. The Government 
published a memorandum which had been delivered to the British 
Ambassador. It demanded that the hut dismantled by the British on 
Deception Island on 15 February (see pp. 127, 136-7) should be 
restored before 15 April, and said that on this condition Chile would 
be ready to explore a constructive solution to the Antarctic dispute. 


CHINA. 21 Mar.—A Chinese Communist patrol boat seized three 
Americans and the yacht in which they were sailing from Hong Kong 
to Macao when they were five miles west of Lap Sap Mei islands. 

26 Mar.—Trade and aid agreement with Russia (see U.S.S.R.) 

28 Mar.—Peasant Reforms. The central committee of the Com- 
munist Party issued a directive regarding the future development of the 
system of land cultivation. Collectivization was stated to be the aim, but 
only when the peasant could see the advantages of each step towards 
greater co-operation would it be put into effect, and it was admitted 
that individual peasant economy would prevail for a considerable period. 
The first steps were to be voluntary, and the elementary level was 
described as mutual aid, which did not touch ownership of land or 
produce, but merely encouraged peasants to help each other at busy 
seasons. Already nearly half the peasantry were organized, it was 
stated, into mutual aid teams. The second stage was to be the formation 
of long-term mutual aid organizations, and the third, the forming of 
agricultural producer co-operatives, in which members would pool 
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China (continued) 
their land but retain their title to it, and might withdraw if they wished 
to. Collectivization lay in the indeterminate future, which would include 
the establishment of State farms, the workers on which would be State 
employees—‘members of a rural proletariat of a Socialist character’. 
29 Mar.—Korea. The Prime Minister, Chou En-lai, broadcast in 
the name of his own and the North Korean Government, a proposal 
that discussion of an armistice be resumed on the basis that ‘both 
parties to the negotiations should undertake to repatriate immediately 
after the cessation of hostilities all those prisoners of war in their 
custody who insist upon repatriation and to hand over the remaining 
prisoners of war to a neutral State so as to ensure a just solution to the 
question of their repatriation’. It was their view, he said, ‘that the 
time should be considered ripe for the settling of the entire question of 
prisoners of war in order to ensure the cessation of hostilities in Korea 
and to conclude the armistice agreement’. He reviewed all the points 
already settled, and said only one remained, and the two Governments 
were now ‘prepared to take steps to eliminate the differences on this 
question so as to bring about an armistice in Korea’. In advancing this 
proposal he said ‘we by no means relinquish the principle of release and 
repatriation of prisoners without delay . . . nor do we acknowledge the 
assertion of the U.N. command that there are among the prisoners of 
war individuals who refuse repatriation’. 


CONFERENCE OF EUROPEAN MINISTERS FOR AGRICUL- 
TURE. 20 Mar.—The conference ended witn the decision to entrust 
further study of the question of a common European market for agri- 
cultural products to an interim committee of the seventeen nations 
which would work in liaison with the O.E.E.C. It became clear during 
the conference that, with the exception of the Dutch, no country 
wanted to make the common market another supra-national organiza- 
tion. The British delegation opposed the creation of a permanent 
organization and favoured the use of O.E.E.C. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 19 Mar.—In a broadcast speech at the funeral 
of Mr Gottwald, Mr Zapotocky, the Prime Minister, pledged the 
Government to work for peaceful co-operation with the west, to 
strengthen the army, to punish enemies of socialism, and never to 
betray the alliance with the Soviet Union. 

21 Mar.—Government Changes. The National Assembly unani- 
mously elected Mr Zapotocky as President, following his nomination 
by the Central Committee of the Communist Party. 

Mr Zapotocky confirmed the appointments of Mr Siroky, the senior 
Vice-President, as Prime Minister, and of Mr Novotny, a Vice- 
Premier, as Chairman of the Communist Party. They had also been 
nominated by the Central Committee of the Communist Party. 

25 Mar.—Ministerial Appointments. It was announced that two 
new deputy premiers had been appointed—Mr Beran and Mr Barak— 
which brought the total to ten. It was also announced that Mr Reitmajer 
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had been appointed Minister of Foundries and Mines in place of Mr 
Bilek who was retiring for health reasons. 


DENMARK. 23 Mar.—Ten soldiers who mutinied on Bornholm in 
February against the extension of military service were sentenced to 
prison terms ranging from five months to one year. 

25 Mar.—Agreement with Poland re compensation for Danish 
property (see Poland). 

30 Mar.—New Constitution. The Bill embodying the new Con- 
stitution was passed by both Houses of Parliament. 


EGYPT. 19 Mar.—U.S. Technical Aid. An agreement with the 
United States was signed in Cairo for the provision, under the Point 
Four programme, of $10 m. in technical aid to Egypt for land reclama- 
tion. 

22 Mar.—Gen. Nagib, who was on a tour of upper Egypt, declared 
at Esna: ‘If the British will not go of their own free will, they will be 
forced to go. We are ready for it.’ 

23 Mar.—Princess Narriman, the wife of ex-King Farouk, arrived in 
Cairo from Geneva, having separated from her husband in Rome. 

24 Mar.—It was announced that the sub-committee of the con- 
stitutional committee had decided to recommend a republican parlia- 
mentary regime subject to the nation’s approval by plebiscite. 

25 Mar.—Sudan: Governor-General’s Commission. It was 
announced that the British Ambassador had informed the Government 
of British willingness to nominate Mr Ibrahim Ahmed and Mr Dardiri 
Osman as the Sudanese members of the Governor-General’s commis- 
sion. The decision, which was the result of the mission of Mr Selwyn 
Lloyd and Major Saleh Salem to Khartoum, completed the nominations 
for the commission which, in addition to the two Sudanese members 
were as follows: Mr Tayeb Hussein, the Pakistani chairman (to be 
displaced later by a permanent Pakistani delegate); Sir Laurence 
Grafftey-Smith (Britain); and Wing-Commander Hussein Zulficar 
(Egypt). 

A statement by Mr Lloyd issued in Cairo said that Mohammed 
Hassan Diab had originally been nominated by the Sudanese parties 
on 25 February with Mr Ibrahim Ahmed. The Egyptian Government 
had refused Mr Diab’s nomination and had substituted Dardiri Osman. 
In discussions he had had with four Sudanese parties—the Umma, 
Socialist Republican, National, and National Unionist—those who had 
supported Mr Diab had agreed to Mr Osman in order to avoid dead- 
lock and expedite the elections, but they emphasized that they regarded 
the nomination as provisional until confirmed by the future Sudanese 
Parliament. 

Mr Lloyd on the Sudan (see Sudan). 

28 Mar.—The Sudan. The Government approved a decree setting 
up the Governor-General’s commission. A joint statement issued 
after discussions with the British Minister of State said there had been 
‘a full and frank discussion’ on the difficulties of carrying out the Sudan 
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Egypt (continued) 
agreement, and ‘it is strongly hoped that the way has now been cleared 
for an improvement of the situation’. 

30 Mar.—Conspiracy Trial. A special military court sentenced 
Col. Rachad Mehanna, formerly a member of the Council of Regency, 
to life imprisonment for inciting members of the army to conspire 
against the Government. Two lieutenant-colonels were given ten years 
and a captain seven years for complicity, while two other officers 
received five and two years each and two army doctors ten years and 
five years respectively. Lighter sentences were imposed on several 


others. 
29 Mar.—At Moascar a British N.C.O. shot two Egyptians in a 


lorry, killing one, when they forced his car off the road and attacked 
him when he afterwards stopped their lorry and tried to apprehend 
them. 


EUROPEAN DEFENCE COMMUNITY. 24 Mar.—The interim 
committee of the E.D.C. announced that agreement had been reached 
on the additional French protocols (see p. 130) which would be sub- 
mitted to the six E.D.C. member Governments. 


EUROPEAN NUCLEAR RESEARCH COMMITTEE. 30 Mar.—The 


permanent council of the committee met in Rome, with nine countries 
represented. 


FORMOSA. 27 Mar.—The Chinese Nationalist Government dis- 
claimed any control over Nationalist forces in Yunnan which were 
operating across the frontier in Burma. 

28 Mar.—The Nationalist Chargé d’Affaires in Bangkok issued a 
statement saying that the troops in Yunnan were under the direct 
command of military H.Q. in Formosa, that they were employed in 
undemarcated territory where the authority of the Burmese Govern- 
ment was at least questionable, and that their operations were really an 
extension of the struggle against Communism in Korea, Indo-China, 


and Malaya. 


FRANCE. 24 Mar.—Arrest of Communists. The police arrested 
M. Stil, editor of the Communist paper, Humanité, M. Molino, 
national secretary of the C.G.T., and M. Tollet, secretary of the 
C.G.T. for the Seine department. Warrants were also issued for the 
arrest of M. Franchon, joint secretary-general of the C.G.T. who could 
not be found, and M. Dufriche, another C.G.T. official who was in 
Austria. The police raided C.G.T. headquarters and seized many 
documents. 

Emergency Loan. A Bill to provide the Government with an 
emergency loan of 80,000 m. francs (£80 m.) from the Bank of France 
to enable it to meet Treasury commitments until the end of the current 
quarter was approved in the Assembly by 153 votes to 87, and a motion 
for the rejection was defeated by 253 votes to 222. The Gaullists 
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abstained. The Government’s majority in the Council of the Republic 
was 66. Speaking in the Assembly, M. Bourges-Maunoury, Finance 
Minister, declared that the Bill was a necessity if defence commitments 
were to be met. The Government undertook to present, after the recess, 
proposals for a permanent solution including severe retrenchment in 
public expenditure. 

25 Mar.—Franco-U.S. talks (see United States). 

26 Mar.—Discussions with the U.S. President and Secretary of 
State (see United States). 

28 Mar.—Issue of joint statement in Washington (see United States). 
30 Mar.—Balance of Payments. The Government decided to 
reduce imports during April-September by $84 m., and to import 
only $116 m. worth each month, as against $130 m. in the half-year 
just passed. This programme related only to trade with countries 
belonging to O.E.E.C. 


GERMANY. 19 Mar.—West Germany. Bonn and E.D.C. Treaties. 
The Bundestag approved by 226 votes to 164 the Bonn agreement 
ending the allied occupation (see Vol. VIII, p. 348) and by 224 votes to 
165 the Paris agreement establishing a European Defence Community 
(see Vol. VIII, p. 353). There were two abstentions in each case. Dr 
Adenauer declared that recent events had shown that European inte- 
gration was more imperative than ever. He believed that the perils of 
the international situation had not been lessened by Mr Stalin’s death, 
and he urged that western Europe should use the short breathing space 
which it afforded to strengthen their defences. 

About 4,000 persons took part in demonstrations staged by the 
Communists in Bonn against the treaties. 

Berlin. Air Incidents. In a reply to the British protest of 13 March 
against the shooting down of a British bomber, Gen. Chuikov, head of 
the Soviet Control Commission, rejected the protest as being ‘based on 
assumptions which do not accord with the facts’, but he expressed 
regret at the death of the crew and proposed that a conference of 
British and Soviet representatives should be held in Berlin with a view 
to concerting concrete measures to ensure the observance of flying 
regulations. 

20 Mar.—East Germany. A joint session of the east German 
Parliament passed a resolution which condemned the ratification of the 
treaties with the west as an act of treason, declared them to be null and 
void, and called for the overthrow of the Adenauer Government as a 
prelude to the foundation of a national Gevernment. 

West Germany. I. G. Farbenindustrie. The Allied High Com- 
mission announced final plans for the break up of the I.G. Farben 
chemical trust into three major and two minor companies. 

21 Mar.—Berlin. The chairman of the west Berlin trade union 
federation announced that west Berliners employed in State-owned 
concerns in east Berlin had been told that their wages were being 
transferred to a blocked account. 

22 Mar.—West Germany. Bonn and Paris Treaties. The 
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Germany (continued) 

executive committee of the All-German Bloc (the former refugee 
organization, B.H.E.) unanimously approved at Munich the decision of 
Herr Kraft, the party leader, to support the treaties with the west. 

25 Mar.—Air Incidents. Sir Ivone Kirkpatrick, the British High 
Commissioner, stated in a reply to Gen. Chuikov’s letter of 18 March, 
that, although unable to accept Gen. Chuikov’s statement about certain 
British aircraft, he accepted in principle the proposal for a conference 
on air safety regulations. He added that he was sending copies of his 
letter to the U.S. and French High Commissioners. 

West Germany. Refugees. The Bundestag approved by a large 
majority the third reading of the Bill to establish the rights and status 
of Germans expelled from their homes during and after the war or 
of German refugees who had come to west Germany from the Soviet 
zone and east Berlin. The Bill extended to the beneficiaries the legal 
status of equal citizens of west Germany and equal rights under the 
social insurance system. It entitled them to statutory assistance to 
enable them to exercise their right of citizenship and to enjoy the same 
possibilities of economic and social activity as those enjoyed by their 
fellow citizens. 

26 Mar.—Naumann Case. British statement (see Great Britain). 

28 Mar.—Berlin. The east German authorities removed the restric- 
tions on heavy traffic on the autobahn. 

30 Mar.—Arrested Nazi Leaders. Gustav Scheel, arrested on 
14 January, was handed over to the Germans by the British authorities. 

31 Mar.—Air Incidents. The conference on safety measures in the 
air corridor opened at Karlshorst, Berlin, between British and Soviet 
officials. 

Arrested Nazis. The west German Chancellor, Dr Adenauer, stated 
that it was clear from the documents put at his disposal by the British 
High Commissioner that the Naumann group was financed from 
British, Belgian, and French Fascist sources and had close contact 
with neo-Fascists in Spain and South America. He mentioned the 


Belgian Rexists. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 20 Mar.—Sudan. Mr Selwyn Lloyd, Minister of 
State, left for the Sudan to discuss with the Governor-General the 
existing situation and the carrying out of the Anglo-Egyptian agree- 
ment. 

Korea. The Foreign Office published a Soviet Note, delivered on 
18 March, which promised the Soviet Government’s intervention with 
the North Korean Government in order to secure the release of nine 
British civilians interned in North Korea, including Mr Holt, the 
former British Minister in Seoul. 

Yugoslavia. On the eve of the conclusion of Marshal Tito’s visit to 
London, a statement was issued which said that the visit had helped to 
develop the close understanding between the two Governments. A 
review of the international situation had revealed a wide identity of 
view. Her Majesty’s Government welcomed the recent development of 
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close relations between Yugoslavia, Greece, and Turkey as a valuable 
contribution to the strengthening of peace. It was recognized that an 
improvement in Yugoslav-Italian relations would still further consoli- 
date the unity of peace-loving nations. The two Governments declared 
their common interest in resistance to aggression and undertook to 
work closely together with other freedom-loving nations to defend 
peace. They fully agreed that in the event of aggression in Europe the 
resulting conflict could hardly remain local in character. 

Persian Oil. It was stated at the Foreign Office that the Persian 
Premier’s broadcast of that day about the joint oil proposals of 20 
February had put an entirely fallacious interpretation both on their 
letter and their spirit. They had been put forward on the understanding 
that Dr Musaddiq was willing to settle the question of compensation 
by arbitration on the basis of any British nationalization law which 
would be acceptable to the A.I.0.C., but when it had come to the point 
of reducing the exchanges to writing he had insisted on such rigid 
language that it would obviously not have been possible for the Inter- 
national Court, or any arbitration body, to apply to the dispute the 
principles of any British nationalization law. 

It was not true that under the proposals Persia would in fact be paying 
all her oil revenues to compensation. Both the two forms of compensa- 
tion suggested on 20 February provided for the payment of compensa- 
tion with payments by Persia in sterling of 25 per cent of the gross 
receipts from all sales of oil and oil products exported from Persia 
before the compensation award. Under the second proposal, if Persia 
was unable to make cash sales, payment could all be made in crude oil, 
of which she had immeasurable quantities. There could be no question 
here of an undue burden on the Persian economy. 

21 Mar.—Mr Eden received the Italian, French, and American 
Ambassadors separately and informed them of the results of his talks 
with Marshal Tito. 

Central African Federation. Mr Churchill and Opposition leaders 
received a protest from the International Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions against the proposed federation. It stated that the plan had been 
adopted without the consent of the African population and that repre- 
sentative African opinion had been virtually unanimous in opposing it. 

23 Mar.—Relaxation of Import Restrictions. The President of 
the Board of Trade, Mr Thorneycroft, announced in the House 
relaxations in restrictions on imports from western Europe and certain 
other countries. He said the effect would be to raise from 44 to 58 the 
percentage of U.K. imports on private account from western Europe 
which was free from quantitative restriction. He also announced that 
the foreign travel allowance would be increased from {£25 to £40. He 
said that in making the relaxations the Government had had regard to 
what was of traditional importance to U.K. trade in Europe and, in 
particular, to measures helpful to France and Italy. As the United 
Kingdom was still in serious overall deficit with the European Payments 
Union the relaxations represented the maximum possible in the cir- 
cumstances. He afterwards stated in reply to a question that the deficit 
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Great Britain (continued) 
amounted to £200 m., in addition to a gold payment, which he hoped 
might be won back, of {100 m. 

Mr Butler to O.E.E.C. Council (see Organization for European 
Economic Co-operation). 

24 Mar.—Central African Federation. The Commons approved 
the Government’s proposals for Central African Federation (see pp. 
105-6), and negatived by 304 votes to 260 an Opposition amendment 
which, while approving federation in principle, rejected the proposals 
in their existing form as not containing sufficient safeguards for African 
interests and opposed the imposition of the scheme against the will of 
the African people. 

Mr Griffiths, the principle Opposition speaker, said that the safe- 
guards for Africans had been steadily weakened until they failed to 
protect African interests. He complained, in particular, that there was 
no provision for representation of Africans in the executive. He urged 
delay largely on the ground of racial tension. 

Mr Lyttelton, Colonial Secretary, argued that delay would cause the 
unleashing of dangerous forces, and he maintained that extremists on 
both sides—European and African—were aiming to keep the races 
apart. He declared that the scheme was a liberal document and that to 
be against it was to be reactionary. He accused the Congress Party of 
working up opposition among vocal educated Africans by misrepresen- 
tation and intimidation, and he asserted that prefabricated views had 
been exported from the United Kingdom to Africa and returned as if 
they were of indigenous origin. 

25 Mar.—Antarctic Dispute. Chilean Note (see Chile). 

26 Mar.—Germany. Case of Naumann. Mr Eden told the 
Commons that in compliance with a request by Dr Adenauer he had 
authorized the British High Commissioner to hand over Naumann and 
his associates to the German Federal authorities for investigation and 
prosecution by a German court. The seized documents would also be 
handed over. He said the German authorities might decide not to 
prosecute some of the seven in which case they would be released. 
Mr Eden welcomed Dr Adenauer’s decision and considered it fully 
justified the High Commissioner’s action in detaining the men under 
his special powers. 

Korea. Mr Churchill stated in the Commons that he had been 
informed ‘that the ammunition supply in Korea had always been 
sufficient to meet the operational requirements of the United Nations’ 
forces and that shortages of ammunition have not restricted the stand- 
ard of operations’. 

Japan. The Foreign Office confirmed that the Government were 
willing to review individually the cases of the twelve Japanese major 
war criminals who were sentenced by the International Military 
Tribunal for the Far East. A Note to this effect had been presented to 
the Japanese Government on 11 March. 

27 Mar.—Foreign Trade. Treaty with Uruguay (see Uruguay). 
Turkish trade policy (see Turkey). 
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29 Mar.—Mr Selwyn Lloyd arrived back from Cairo and Khartoum. 

30 Mar.—Economic Survey. The Survey for 1953 was published, 
Cmd 8800. It stated that the Government’s economic policies would 
be directed to creating or maintaining the conditions in which the 
country could continue to concentrate on increasing exports and saving 
imports. The re-equipment of industry must go on and must be main- 
tained at full efficiency. The improvement in the U.K.’s economic 
situation meant that 1953 presented both new problems and new 
possibilities. 

31 Mar.—Budget. The financial year closed with an Ordinary 
Budget surplus of £88 m., against {510 m. originally estimated and 
{231 m. after provision for supplementary estimates issued during 
the year. Revenue totalled £4,439 m., which was {222 m. short of the 
estimate. Ordinary expenditure at £4,351 m. was £79 m. less than esti- 
mated. The ordinary surplus was offset by net below-the-line expendi- 
ture of £524 m., so that the overall deficit was £436 m. 

Kenya. During a debate in the Commons the Colonial Secretary 
stated that the massacre of 26 March had been carefully planned, 
and that at the Naivasha police post 137 prisoners had been released. 
In reply to questions he said the situation had taken on a new phase, 
and there was no doubt that it was now of a semi-military character, 
more like a war than an emergency. In winding up the debate Mr 
Lyttelton said the Government’s policy was to build up a society of all 
races, raise the economic condition of the country, and see the races 
co-operating together. The Mau-Mau movement was in no sense a 
national resistance movement: the Kikuyu formed only a quarter of the 
population, and of their 1} m. people a large proportion were loyal and 
another large proportion had only taken the oath under intimidation. 

He could not approve—and the Kenya Government had not asked 
him to do so—of an unlimited right of assembly. The only result would 
be a large increase in murders. They must now protect the loyal 
Kikuyu. The military forces were 5,000 to 6,000 troops, and they were 
being reinforced by a battalion and a brigade H.Q. There were 12,000 
police in Kenya, of whom 8,000 were regular. About thirty-five new 
police stations had been established, and 150 police posts were being 
built, to provide more protection. The whole of the intelligence system 
had been reorganized, and to prove that the Mau-Mau had not wrested 
the initiative from the Government but rather the opposite, the 
amount of information coming forward had greatly improved. He added 
that Mr Blundell’s ideas were extremely liberal, and they could all 
support his intentions. 


GREECE. 19 Mar.—Speaking in a debate on a Government Bill 
imposing extraordinary levies to balance the 1952-3 Budget, Field- 
Marshal Papagos, Prime Minister, said that there were ten Soviet 
divisions in Austria, Hungary, and Rumania, and in a war Bulgaria, 
Albania, Rumania, and Hungary could raise a total of go or 100 divisions. 
To face these, Greece, Turkey, and Yugoslavia maintained a total of 
between 850,000 and 950,000. He refused to consider any reduction in 


196 19 MARCH 1953 — 31 MARCH 1953 


Greece (continued) 
the strength of the armed forces as a means of easing the budget 
position. The Bill was approved in principle. 

23 Mar.—Balkan Pact. Parliament ratified unanimously the treaty 
with Turkey and Yugoslavia signed on 28 February. 

Korea. The Government banned all ships under the Greek flag 
from sailing to Communist China or North Korea. 


HONG KONG. 21 Mar.—Chinese Communist seizure of three 
Americans (see China). 

26 Mar.—The Government announced that from 31 March it 
would control all British ships of more than 500 tons leaving for 
Communist China or North Korea (see also Great Britain, 16 March). 

30 Mar.—China Trade. The outgoing chairman of the Hong Kong 
general chamber of commerce stated that they had faithfully observed 
the embargo on strategic exports to China, and owing chiefly to this 
shipments there declined from {100 m. in 1951 to only £26 m. in 1952. 


INDIA. 20 Mar.—Pakistan. A trade agreement was concluded with 
Pakistan under which India agreed to take annually not less than 
1,800,000 bales of jute and to export about 85,000 tons of coal monthly 
to Pakistan. Both countries agreed to drop discriminatory levies im- 
posed against each other, and Pakistan agreed to remove the restriction 
on the import of Indian films. 

25 Mar.—Pakistan complaints re Indus waters and German repara- 
tions (see Pakistan). 

Kashmir: Jammu. Mr Nehru rejected in Parliament an appeal by 
Hindu communalist leaders for negotiations between the Government 
and Hindu leaders on the Jammu problem. 

Police in New Delhi broke up a demonstration in support of Jammu 
agitation and arrested thirty-four persons. 


INDO-CHINA. 19 Mar.—Gen. Clark, U.N. Supreme Commander, 
Far East, arrived in Saigon on a four-day visit to Indo-China. 

26 Mar.—Franco-Viet Namese forces launched a strong thrust 
south westwards in the southern part of the Red river delta. They met 
with little Viet-Minh resistance. 

A fire which broke out simultaneously in four different parts of 
Saigon destroyed about 3,000 houses. 

29 Mar.—The French command announced a successful action in 
the Red River delta, killing fifty and capturing 150 rebels. 


ISRAEL. 22 Mar.—West Germany. On the recommendation of the 
foreign affairs and security committee, the Cabinet gave formal approval 
to the reparations agreement with west Germany. (No ratification by 
the Knesset in plenary session was required.) 

24 Mar.—Finance. The Government announced proposals tc 
modify the foreign exchange rate by which it hoped to reduce currency 
dealings and to limit the scope of ‘non-payment imports’, i.e. the transfer 
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of foreign capital to Israel in the form of goods instead of capital. ‘The 
exchange rate was in theory to remain unaltered, but in practice the 
Israeli pound would be devalued by 80 per cent in some cases and 100 
per ceat in others. The amount represented by these percentages would 
be paid as premiums on foreign currency exchanged into Israeli money. 
Foreign currency earned by exports would receive an 80 per cent 
premium, and capital transfers a 100 per cent premium. Tourists were 
expected to receive an 80 per cent premium. 


ITALY. 21 Mar.—By staging an uproar and shouting insults at 
Signor Tupini, the Vice-President, Left-wing extremists brought 
business in the Senate to a standstill for two hours during the last stages 
of the debate on the electoral reform Bill. 

23 Mar.—Signor Paratore, President of the Senate, resigned on 
account of the ‘incidents of the past few days’ and the state of his 
health. 

Defence Estimates. The Government submitted to Parliamert the 
Defence Estimates for 1953-4 totalling 488,870 m. lire (say £258 m.) 
which was about 6 per cent less than the 1952-3 tetal. 

In the Budget as a whole expenditure for 1953-4 was estimated at 
2,231,000 m. lire (£1,270 m.) and revenue at 1,814,000 m. (nearly 
£1,040 m.). 

25 Mar.—Fascists’ Rights. The Chamber of Deputies approved 
by 259 votes to 243 the Bill to-deprive former leading Fascists for 
another five years of political rights—the franchise and eligibility for 
Parliament and public office. 

The Senate. The Senate elected Signor Ruini, an independent, as 
President by a majority of 60 votes, thus ending the crisis caused by 
Signor Paratore’s resignation. 

Trieste: anti-British Disorders. A group of students set fire to 
books and furniture in the library of the British Council in Rome as a 
protest against the sentences passed on Italians in Trieste by a British 
magistrate (see Trieste Free City). Simultaneously windows were broken 
at the offices of the British European Airways, and an anti-British 
demonstration, staged mainly by M.S.I. members, took place in the 
centre of the city. It was broken up by the police, who arrested about 
eighty persons. 

26 Mar.—Signor Andreoth, an under-secretary to Signor De 
Gasperi, announced in the Chamber that formal protests against the 
sentences had been sent to the British and U.S. Governments, not with 
the object of interfering in the work of the court itself, but to emphasize 
Italian concern in face of any failure to recognize the Italian character 
of Trieste. 

29 Mar.—Electoral Law. The Senate approved the electoral reform 
Bill by 174 votes to none, after a session lasting continuously for nearly 
seventy-eight hours. The left extremists abstained, but the vote 
represented an absolute majority, as the Senate numbered 330. The vote 
was, at the Prime Minister’s request, linked with an expression of 
confidence in the Government. For over an hour the Communists 
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Italy (continued) 
created an uproar in an attempt to prevent the vote being taken, and 
the G.C.T. afterwards called a sixteen-hour general strike for next day. 
30 Mar.—The strike failed to dislocate the life of the country, 
though in some industrial centres considerable numbers of workers 
downed tools. Many stoppages were for short periods only. 
31 Mar.—President Einaudi signed the electoral reform law decree, 


JAPAN. 23 Mar.— About 4,000 Japanese arrived from China at Miazuru 
port. They were the first to arrive of the 30,000 to be repatriated under 
the agreement announced on 23 February (see p. 143). 

26 Mar.—British statement on war criminals (see Great Britain). 


KASHMIR. 25 Mar.—Police in Jammu City opened fire to put down 
anti-Government agitation. Pro-Jammu disorders in India and Mr 
Nehru’s rejection of negotiations (see India). 


KENYA. 19 Mar.—A Government spokesman announced that in the 
past seven days army and police patrols had killed or wounded forty 
Mau-Mau terrorists and captured more than 1oo. 

20 Mar.—The acting president of the Kenya Africa Union, Mr 
Awori, issued a memorandum appealing to all races to co-operate in 
ending the emergency, and appealing to the Government to co-operate 
with African leaders in planning the country’s future progress. 

22 Mar.—About 2,500 Africans were detained in a raid on the 
Pumwani native location at Nairobi. 

23 Mar.—The police raided an African location at Thika, twenty- 
five miles north of Nairobi, and arrested 3,500 Kikuyu. 

26 Mar.—An African police sergeant was shot and seriously wounded 
in an African location of Nairobi. 

Mau-Mau gangs attacked the Kikuyu Lari location at Uplands, forty 
miles north-west of Nairobi, setting huts on fire and massacring some 
125 men, women, and children. A loyal chief was murdered, with all his 
family. The ‘home guard’ was out on patrol, and on its return found 
their families murdered. 

Another gang raided a police station on the fringe of Naivasha 
township, sixty miles north of Nairobi, and seized thirty-four rifles and 
released 137 prisoners. 

A Government statement said the murders were designed to intimi- 
date loyal Kikuyu, but it should be evident now to everyone that the 
only way to bring peace was for all Kikuyu to unite to crush the crimin- 
als. In doing this, all other members of the community—European, 
Asian, and African—would give full support. 

28 Mar.—A Mau-Mau gang raided Chinga, in the South Nyeri 
reserve and killed ten Kikuyu home guard and wounded five. At 
Kiambu three home guard were killed. 

zg Mar.—Some 15,000 Africans were interrogated at Bahati, 2 
native residential area of Nairobi, and 1,200 were detained. Some 500 
were identified as wanted criminals. 
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30 Mar.—In the Uplands district a K.A.R. patrol killed nine terror- 
ists who were identified by survivors as taking part in the massacre on 
26 March. Some fifty of the prisoners released in the attack on Naivasha 
police station were recaptured. 

31 Mar.—Statement by the Colonial Secretary in Parliament (see 
Great Britain). . 

The first contingents of two British battalions arrived. 

Mr Blundell, leader of the European elected members of the Legis- 
lature, arrived back from London, and said his final talks with the 
Colonial Secretary had centred on the necessity of seeing that the “best 
men in the colony are made available for the prosecution of the war 
against the terrorists, in all areas and at all levels’. 

The Government announced that a Cabinet committee on African 
advancement had been appointed, with Sir Evelyn Baring as chairman, 
‘to consider if the present programmes and policies of the Government 
designed to improve the economic and social life of the African could 
and should be accelerated, to consider measures (if any) which could 
be implemented immediately, and to consider further measures (if 
any) which may be necessary.’ 


KOREA. 21 Mar.—Prisoners. The Allied Command announced that 
in incidents on Koje Island three prisoners had been shot, one of them 
fatally. 

22 Mar.—U.S. statements on shortage of ammunition (see United 
States). 

A Communist force of about 3,500 men attacked hill positions south- 
west of Chorwon guarding the approaches to Seoul. Their main attack 
was centred on the hill known as Old Baldy. 

25 Mar.—After three days’ fighting American counter-attacks failed 
to dislodge Communist troops from Old Baldy. 

26 Mar.—The Communists launched new attacks on four allied hill 
positions twenty-five miles to the west of Old Baldy. 

Mr Churchill on ammunition position (see Great Britain). 

President Eisenhower on ammunition position (see United States). 

27 Mar.—Vegas Hill, north-east of Bunker Hill, was overrun by the 
Chinese and later regained by U.S. Marines. 

28 Mar.—Exchange of Prisoners. The Communists accepted Gen. 
Clark’s proposal of 22 February for an exchange of sick and wounded 
prisoners and proposed a reopening of the armistice talks. 
oe Mar.—Chinese Premier’s broadcast re truce negotiations (see 

hina). 

30 Mar.—U.S. Marines beat off three Chinese attacks on Vegas Hill. 

31 Mar.—Truce Talks. U.N. and Communist officers met at 
Panmunjom and the former handed over a letter from Gen. Clark 
proposing an early meeting of higher level liaison groups to arrange for 
the immediate exchange of sick and wounded prisoners, and stating 
that he would be prepared to instruct his liaison group to meet with 
that of the Communists to ‘arrange for the resumption of armistice 
negotiations by our respective delegations. We take it as implicit in 
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your suggestion in this respect that you would be prepared to accept 
U.N. Command proposals, or make some comparable constructive 
proposal of your own which would constitute a valid basis for the 
resumption of delegation meetings.’ 

A Communist officer handed over 4,000 letters from British prisoners 
to a British postal officer, the largest quantity ever received during the 
conflict. 


LEBANON. 20 Mar.—The Government took over the Beirut Elec- 
tricity Company—a Franco-Belgian concern—on the ground that it 
had failed to carry out the obligation under its concession to improve 
the electricity supply. Two provisional directors were installed. 

23 Mar.—The French Ambassador, M. Balay, called on President 
Shamoun to inform him of the French Government’s protest at the 
seizure. A Note of protest had also been delivered by the Belgian 
Minister. 

(A Franco-Belgian proposal of arbitration had been rejected by the 
Prime Minister on the ground that no actual dispute existed between 
the Government and the Company). 


LIBYA. 28 Mar.—Admission to membership (see Arab League). 


MALAYA. 24 Mar.—The Singapore Government announced that 
from 30 March British ships of more than 500 tons proceeding to China 
and North Korea would require licences which would be issued subject 
to the condition that the ship carried no strategic materials (see also 
Great Britain, 16 March). 


NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION. 30 Mar.—State- 
ment by Field-Marshal Lord Montgomery in Washington (see United 
States). 


ORGANIZATION FOR EUROPEAN ECONOMIC CO-OPERA- 
TION. 23 Mar.—Mr Butler, British Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
outlined to the Council of the O.E.E.C. the British plan to work 
towards a wider multilateral system of trade and payments. He em- 
phasized that it had always been intended that western Europe should 
be fully consulted and said that the five main points for discussion were: 
(1) the need for sound internal policies, particularly on the part of 
debtor countries ; (2) the need to link finance and trade so that freedom 
of currencies might be accompanied by the removal of quantitative 
restrictions; (3) the need for action by both debtor and creditor coun- 
tries to provide a balanced pattern of trade between dollar and non- 
dollar areas (this would depend on the adoption of good creditor 
policies by the United States); (4) various means to deal with the 
problem of inadequate gold and dollar reserves, e.g., oversea investment 
for productive purposes; (5) the effective use and revivifying of inter- 
national institutions, especially the International Monetary Fund. 
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Mr Butler suggested that the E.P.U., which was due to expire on 
30 June, should be extended for a year on condition that any country 
should have the right to raise the matter again before the expiry of that 

ear, if it was thought possible to move towards a wider system. 

Mr Butler also announced the U.K. decision to relax some of the 
import restrictions imposed in 1952 (see Great Britain). 

24 Mar.—The Council ended its meeting after adopting resolutions 
which: (1) recommended France to take measures to ensure the pro- 
gressive liberalization of imports and recommended other countries, 
particularly creditors in the E.P.U., to extend their liberalization 
measures; (2) prolonged the E.P.U. for a year from 1 July 1953 but 
provided for re-examination by the Council if in the opinion of any 
member it should become necessary before 1 July 1954 to proceed to 
steps that would lead towards a system of freer trade and payments, 
including currency convertibility; (3) instructed the O.E.E.C. steering 
board for trade (a) to examine how the existing system of exports could 
be expanded, (b) to advise countries forced to reimpose quantitative 
trade restrictions to seek methods of avoiding such reimposition, and 
(c) to study possibilities of reducing tariff barriers; (4) set up a European 
productivity agency to support and co-ordinate the various productivity 
efforts in European countries; (5) laid down that co-operation between 
member countries and their associated territories with the other 
countries of the British Commonwealth was necessary in order to 
achieve greater freedom of trade and payments in as wide an area as 
possible. 


PAKISTAN. 20 Mar.—Trade agreement with India (see India). 

24 Mar.—The Moslem League group in the Punjab Assembly 
elected Mr Firoz Khan Noon as their leader and Chief Minister of 
the Punjab following the resignation, at the request of the Prime 
Minister, of Mr Daultana. The changes followed widespread allega- 
tions that the recent anti-Ahmadiya rioting had been instigated by Mr 
Daultana and the Punjab Government for political reasons. 

25 Mar.—India. The Minister of Industries, Sardar Abdur Rab 
Nishtar, announced in Parliament that a conference between repre- 
sentatives of Pakistan, India, and the World Bank would meet in 
September to draw up a plan for utilizing the waters of the Indus 
tiver. He repeated previous complaints that India had dishonoured 
an agreement to respect the existing uses of the Indus waters and said 
the World Bank was examining Pakistan complaints. 

He also asserted that India had withheld part of Pakistan’s share of 
reparations from Germany despite repeated protests. He claimed that 
of seven plants allocated to Pakistan, four had been ‘sold away’ by 
India without reference to Pakistan with the result that Pakistan had 
received only $1,028,124 in reparations instead of assets valued at 
$1,253,124. Reference of the matter to the Inter-Allied Reparations 
Agency and representations to India had proved unavailing. 


PERSIA. 20 Mar.—Oil. In a broadcast to the nation, Dr Musaddiq 
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Persia (continued) 
rejected the Anglo-American proposals submitted on 20 February for a 
settlement of the oil dispute. He said they were ‘but a variation of the 
old Churchill-Truman offer’ but instead of demanding, as previously, 
compensation for the unexpired portion of the A.I.0.C. contract they 
now asked for compensation for loss of business as a result of oil 
nationalization. He said that if this position were accepted the whole 
of future oil revenues would not suffice to pay compensation to the 
A.1.0.C. which had plundered Persia in the past. He also rejected two 
further proposals because they were conditional to agreement on the 
‘unjust’ demand for compensation. The first of these related to large- 
scale purchase of Persian oil over a number of years by an international 
oil company in which A.I.0.C. would take part; and the second con- 
tained an offer by an American firm to ‘buy at a great discount’ $135 m. 
worth of oil immediately and advance forthwith a sum of $50 m. against 
the purchases. Dr Musaddiq added that the door was always open for 
negotiations and that if the A.I.O.C. would specify the limit of its 
demand for compensation, the Persian Government would be willing 
to refer it to the Hague Court and abide by its decision. In the mean- 
time Persia was ready to negotiate the sale of oil to other parties, and, 
as a result of the Venice court judgement, he expected serious customers. 

British Foreign Office comment on the broadcast (see Great Britain). 

Dr Musaddigq issued a decree, valid for three months, providing for 
the prosecution of those guilty of instigating action infringing upon 
social security and order. 

31 Mar.—Oil. The Foreign Minister stated that the British state- 
ment regarding Dr Musaddiq’s broadcast of 20 March, alleging that 
the Anglo-British proposals had been misconstrued by Dr Musaddiq 
was baseless. The sole reason why Persia had not accepted unconditional 
arbitration on compensation by The Hague Court was that Britain 
might succeed in overthrowing the Persian Government by her local 
agents, and substituting for it another Government which might fail to 
present the Persian case to the Court. 


POLAND. 25 Mar.—Denmark. It was announced that a Polish- 
Danish protocol had been signed in Warsaw providing for the payment 
of 5,700,000 kroner to Danish citizens as compensation for the nationali- 
zation of Danish property in Poland and in former German provinces. 


RHODESIA, NORTHERN. 22 Mar.—In the presence of about 800 
Africans, Mr Nkumbula, president of the Northern Rhodesian African 
National Congress, burned at Lusaka a copy of the White Paper 
setting out the plans for Central African federation as ‘a symbol of the 
bitter African opposition to it’. He threatened unrest in Africa ‘perhaps 
of the worst kind’ and measures to paralyse the country’s industries if 
federation were imposed against African opposition. 


RUMANIA. 30 Mar.—Purge of Enemy Elements. The Govern- 
ment were reported, by the press, to have ordered a purge of ‘enemy 


-" © 


—  — F&F SP NF SR OR ee 


19 MARCH 1953 — 31 MARCH 1953 203 


elements, former Kulaks, and similar persons’ from the artisan co- 
operative movement. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 23 Mar.—An appeal court at Bloemfontein dis- 
missed an appeal by the Cape Province Attorney-General against the 
acquittal of an African who had refused to leave a European station 
waiting room. It ruled that non-Europeans should have substantially 
the same waiting room facilities on railway stations as Europeans. 

24 Mar.—Dr Malan, Prime Minister, announced that the National- 
ists would not accept the position created by the Bloemfontein court’s 
judgement as it cancelled out the traditional apartheid always known on 
the railways. He declared that the 1949 law had removed all doubt 
about the competence of the railway administration to maintain 
apartheid on the railways. 


SPAIN. 19 Mar.—A Barcelona court sentenced thirty-seven people to 
prison terms ranging from one to fifteen years for trying to reconstruct 
the Communist-controlled Unified Socialist Party of Catalonia. 


SUDAN. 21 Mar.—The self-government statute was signed by the 
Governor-General and came into force. Mr Selwyn Lloyd, British 
Minister of State, and Major Saleh Salem of Egypt were present at the 
signing. 

25 Mar.—Composition of the Governor-General’s Commission (see 
Egypt). 

It was learned that a joint committee of the Sudanese parties had 
requested Mr Lloyd and Major Saleh Salem to investigate complaints 
against British administrators in the south in connection with the forth- 
coming trial of Chief Jumbo who had been deposed by the tribes for 
allegedly misrepresenting their views to Major Salem in January. 
(The district Governor had reinstated Chief Jumbo pending the tribal 
court hearing.) The parties had also asked for the postponement of the 
trial. 

At a press conference in Khartoum Mr Lloyd reaffirmed British 
determination to carry out the Anglo-Egyptian treaty in both the letter 
and the spirit and urged that elections should be held as quickly as 
possible. He denied reports that some British officials were attempting 
to wreck the agreement and declared himself absolutely satisfied with 
the Sudan administration’s impartiality. On the Sudan’s future he said 
that the British Government would desire a continuing friendship with 
the Sudan. If the Sudanese chose union with Egypt, arrangements 
would presumably depend on the Egyptian Government. If the Sudan 
chose independence, the British Government would welcome any 
relationship which could properly be entered into between two sovereign 
independent countries. 

28 Mar.—Egyptian decree setting up the Governor-General’s 
commission (see Lgypt). 


TRIESTE FREE TERRITORY. 24 Mar.—Thirteen neo-Fascists were 
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Trieste Free Territory (continued) 
sentenced by a British magistrate to prison terms ranging from six to 
nine months for taking part in an unauthorized demonstration. A 
woman was fined 10,000 lire and a man 40,000. The charges related to 
the events of 8 March when a bomb exploded during a neo-Fascist 
demonstration, injuring twenty-three persons. A disturbance arose in 
the court when the accused rose in the dock and shouted in unison 
‘Viva Italia’. 

30 Mar.—Eight senior Greek army officers arrived at Udine and 
visited Treviso, where they were received by the commander of the 
Italian N.A.T.O. forces. 


TURKEY. 27 Mar.—Trade with Britain. The Government decided 
only to purchase goods from countries buying Turkish products and, 
accordingly, to discontinue buying from Britain. 


UNITED NATIONS 
General Assembly—Political Committee 

19 Mar.—Disarmament. Sir Gladwyn Jebb (U.K.) gave an account 
of proceedings in the Disarmament Commission and expressed regret 
at the lack of Russian co-operation. He said the Russian position had 
not essentially changed since 1948. Now, as then, it demanded the 
immediate prohibition of atomic weapons and a one-third reduction 
within a year in the conventional armaments and effectives of the five 
great Powers, leaving agreement on control machinery to be settled at 
a later date. The Russians’ main concern, he declared, was obviously 
to deprive the west of the atomic weapons which served as their safe- 
guard against Soviet preponderance in troops and conventional arms. 
As for Mr Vyshinsky’s Paris ‘concessions’, he pointed out that the 
proposal for simultaneous prohibition and control in the atomic field 
had included the provision that inspection should be on a continuing 
basis provided it did not interfere in the domestic affairs of States. On 
being pressed to define what they meant by interference in domestic 
affairs, the Russians had agreed to explain only after the United States 
had renounced the U.N. plan for control of atomic energy. It was also 
obvious that prohibition of atomic weapons could not be instituted 
simultaneously with a system of control on which agreement remained 
to be reached. The Russians had objected to the western plan for 
numerical limitations on the armed forces of all countries with sub- 
stantial military forces on the ground that it implied no reduction at all. 
Sir Gladwyn Jebb pointed out that as the maximum limit for the United 
States and Russia would be in the region of 1,500,000 men, such an 
argument was difficult to sustain in the face of Russian computations 
of the existing strength of these forces. 

Mr Zorin (Russia) declared that Russia had repeatedly submitted 
proposals for a settlement of the disarmament problem and still con- 
sidered the United Nations as the proper forum for continued dis- 
cussions. He introduced a motion requiring the Disarmament Com- 
mission to study forthwith practical measures for armaments reduction, 


Gn i gine a2 ‘Oe a SOU ee 


r 


ros fF SF = SF ee Fr oF 


= eo .O te eS Si 


19 MARCH 1953 — 31 MARCH 1953 205 


primarily in the armaments of the United States, the Soviet Union, the 
United Kingdom, France, and China; the settlement of the question of 
unconditional prohibition of atomic weapons, bacterial weapons, and 
other weapons of mass destruction; and the establishment of strict 
international control over compliance with these decisions. The 
resolution noted that the Commission had hitherto hindered considera- 
tion of disarmament questions and found that the U.S., British, and 
French representatives had repeatedly tried ‘to substitute for the 
question of reduction of armaments that of illegally obtaining intelli- 
gence reports on the armaments of individual States’. 

21 Mar.—The committee voted by 50 votes to 5 (Soviet States) to 
retain the Disarmament Commission in its functions and to ask it to 
report by September. Though the Soviet group opposed the resolution 
they supported the principle of continued talks. 

The Soviet draft was rejected by 41 votes to 5, with 13 Asian and 
Arab States abstaining. 

23 Mar.—U.S. Mutual Security Act. The Committee debated a 
Czechoslovak motion that the United States should be recommended 
to repeal the Mutual Security Act ‘in so far as it deals with the alloca- 
tion of funds for carrying out subversive activities’, and to take measures 
to end any such activities directed against other countries. Mr David, 
the Czech Foreign Minister, alleged that the Voice of America and 
Radio Free Europe was being used for hostile purposes, including 
code broadcasts to instruct U.S. agents, and that Zionist and Titoist 
groups were being used to effect changes in the People’s Democracies. 

In reply, Mr Lodge (U.S.A.) said that, of $100 m. expenditure 
authorized in 1952 under the Mutual Security Act, $95 m. was being 
spent to help free countries stay free and the balance to help refugees 
from Iron Curtain countries. A fund of $4,300,000 had been set up to 
help the refugees who were entirely without political or civil rights. 

25 Mar.—Sir Gladwyn Jebb asserted that the Czechoslovak charges 
were designed to keep in existence a wave of anti-foreign hysteria, in 
which scapegoats had to be found for bottlenecks and errors and for the 
general misery of the workers. He pointed to the number of refugees, 
who at great risk had fled the country, as incontrovertible evidence that 
the Czechoslovak State was ‘a vast concentration camp inhabited solely 
by prisoners and warders’. He described the Mutual Security Act as a 
strong supporting arm td millions of people in free countries, helping 
them to unite against aggression, and said that only a small part of its 
funds, to be used solely at the discretion of the U.S. President, was 
designed to assist refugees from political persecution if they chose to 
join the defence effort. 

Senator Lodge (U.S.A.) said the United States was ready to meet the 
Soviet Union half-way in any honest negotiations but it could not 
relinquish the safeguards of the Mutual Security Act until the threat 
of Communist aggression was lifted. In a strong attack on the methods 
of Communist rule, he asserted that the Russian secret police and not 
the Germans had been responsible for the Katyn murders. 

26 Mar.—Mr Gromyko repeated familiar accusations against the 
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‘war conspiracy’ of the United States and, addressing himself to those 
who defended the U.S. position, prophesied that they would soon be 
looking ‘towards the Kremlin . . . to prevent the unleashing of a new 
war’. 

The Czechoslovak motion was rejected by 41 votes to 5, with 14 
States—mostly Arab and Asian—abstaining. 

27 Mar.—The U.S. delegate, Mr Gross, tabled a motion asking for 
an impartial investigation of the Communist charges that the allied 
Powers in Korea had resorted to germ warfare. The Soviet delegate 
declared that this could only be accepted if Chinese and North Korean 
delegates took part in the political committee’s deliberations, but this 
move was rejected by 40 votes to 15, with § abstentions. 


Secretariat 
28 Mar.—The World Economic Report, 1951-2 was published. 


Security Council 

19 Mar.—Appointment of Secretary-General. A _ Russian 
nomination of Mrs Pandit (India) for the post of Secretary-General 
was rejected by a vote of 2 in favour, 1 against, and 8 abstentions, 7 
affirmative votes being required for election. 

1 Mar.—The Council, by 10 votes to nil, with 1 abstention (Nation- 
alist China) elected Mr Dag Hammarskjéld, a Swedish diplomat, as 
Secretary-General. This was subject to confirmation by the General 
Assembly. (Mr Hammarskjéld was permanent Secretary of State in 
the Swedish Foreign Ministry and Minister without portfolio, or, 
virtually, deputy Foreign Minister). 


UNITED STATES. 19 Mar.—U.S.S.R. President Eisenhower de- 
clared to the press his willingness to go more than half-way to meet any 
sincere gesture on the part of the Soviet Government to reduce inter- 
national tension. But he pointed out that the absence of any official 
Soviet response to the expressions of friendship extended by his 
Administration in recent weeks contrasted oddly with Mr Malenkov’s 
pronouncements in favour of peace. 

Foreign Economic Relations. President Eisenhower announced 
the appointment of Mr Lewis Douglas, former Ambassador to Britain, 
as head of a committee to study the United States’ foreign economic 
relations. 

21 Mar.—Soviet counter-protest re aircraft incident (see U.S.S.R.). 

22 Mar.—Korea. The evidence given to the Senate Armed Services 
Committee earlier in the month by Gen. Van Fleet, former commander 
of the 8th Army in Korea, and Gen. Collins, Army Chief of Staff, 
was made public. The General had maintained that there was a critical 
scarcity of ammunition in Korea ‘that exists today, and there is not an 
adequate amount to take care of a situation that might develop’. He 
understood there had been an improvement since he left Korea in 
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February. Gen. Collins had told the committee he considered that 
under present policy the ammunition was enough to cope with the 
forces’ limited tasks. He said the army’s position was dictated by 
political or diplomatic policy, and not by the military. 

23 Mar.—Shipments to Communists: the Battle Act. Mr Battle, 
the author of the Act (the aim of which was to prevent the shipment of 
strategic material to the Soviet bloc by countries receiving U.S. aid) 
and chairman of a House sub-committee responsible for watching its 
administration, issued a report in which he claimed that owing to 
various loopholes the Communists were still getting ‘pretty much what 
they want’. He pointed out that the Act did not apply to neutrals not 
receiving aid, such as Switzerland and Sweden, and that free ports, 
such as Hamburg, Antwerp, Amsterdam, and Copenhagen also offered 
easy avenues to Russia for smugglers. He claimed that some Govern- 
ments, particularly the British, considered the Act an infringement of 
their sovereignty, and he asserted that certain items of military value, 
such as British rubber, went openly to Communist countries in small 
quantities. Mr Battle proposed a long-range programme of economic 
defence centralized under a single American official and geared to a 
world effort to cut off goods needed primarily for Communist war 
production. He recommended that export controls should be related 
more directly to Russian vulnerability; that the United States should 
immediately press for, and get, international agreements on the licens- 
ing of all shipments of transit trade through the free ports in order to 
close this legal link; and that the United States should take immediate 
action as cases arose either to cut off aid or grant an exception when a 
country knowingly permitted shipments of a Battle Act list item to a 
Russian-dominated area. He also recommended that the United States 
should press for immediate international agreements for the curtail- 
ment of the chartering of ships and the supply of ship repair facilities 
for the Communists, and that the administration of the Battle Act 
should make an immediate and comprehensive review of strategic 
commodities including ocean-going tankers, ball bearings, aluminium, 
and rubber, to determine whether or not they should be included in the 
a of.items for which exceptions could not be made under the 

attle Act. 

Chinese Seizure of three Americans. The State Department 

announced that the British Government had been asked to ‘take all 
possible appropriate action’ to secure the release of the three Americans 
seized by a Chinese patrol boat on 21 March (see China). 
_ 24 Mar.—U.S.S.R. The State Department issued a statement reject- 
ing the Soviet Note of 21 March which, it declared, ‘fabricated an un- 
founded version’ of the air incident off Siberia. It said the U.S. Govern- 
ment stood by its protest and demanded that the responsible Soviet 
airmen should be disciplined and steps taken to prevent repetition of 
such incidents, 

25 Mar.—Import Restrictions. The Department of Agriculture 
announced an embargo, with effect from 1 April, on the importation of 
dried milk and dried cream. 
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United States (continued) 
France. A French delegation, which included M. Mayer, Prim 
Minister, M. Bidault, Foreign Minister, M. Bourges-Maunour, 


Finance Minister, and M. Letourneau, Minister for the Associated . 
States, arrived in Washington for discussions. th 

26 Mar.—Korea. President Eisenhower told the press that he wa iy 
satisfied that for the present ammunition supplies in Korea were entirely J ), 
adequate. | 

France. In talks with M. Mayer, President Eisenhower was under. P 
stood to have assured the French Premier that the U.S.A. was prepared J 
to increase its contribution to the cost of the war in Indo-China. He J «;, 
also stated that he considered the war there to be a part of the gener Hi 
struggle against Communism, and not a colonial war. Regarding the J ,, 


E.D.C. M. Mayer insisted that a solution of the Saar problem was a 
pre-requisite of French ratification of the treaty and that without an & ,,, 
agreement the Saar would be a ‘vacant spot on the map’ of European or 
defence. Mr Dulles recognized that the Saar was a political problem J 
and hoped agreement would soon be reached; he, however, urged re 
France to go ahead with approving the defence treaty, leaving the up 
precise definition of the future of the Saar for later. 0: 
27 Mar.—France. After a discussion between the Secretary of State HF },, 
and M. Bidault it was announced that “both Governments were in Ji) ao 
entire agreement on the effect of Stalin’s death upon Soviet strategy BR 
and expressed a readiness to work in close harmony on outstanding and 
future problems which might arise in their relations with the Soviet J .., 
Union.’ ba 
28 Mar.—A joint statement was issued regarding the talks with the J .,. 
French Ministers reading: ‘Obviously any armistice which might be BB ., 
concluded in Korea by the United Nations would be entered into in the | 
hope that it would be a step toward peace. It was the view of both HB ¢p, 
Governments, however, that, should the Chinese Communist regime BR ne 
take advantage of such an armistice to pursue aggressive war elsewhere J p, 
in the Far East, such action would have the most serious consequences | 
for the efforts to bring about peace in the world, and would conflict B ¢} 
directly with the understanding on which any armistice in Korea would 
rest.’ th 
Both Governments recognized ‘the importance of a settlement of the or 
question of the Saar’, without jointly specifying whether this should be By. 
settled before ratification of the E.D.C. treaty. It was agreed ‘that this to 
settlement should be sought at the earliest opportunity’, that the settle- on 
ment should be ‘on a basis which would provide a European status ov 
for the Saar’, and that this status should conform ‘to the principles of 
the European defence and the coal and steel communities’. 
Agreement was announced on the following points: (1) The basic J of 
nature of the Soviet threat to the non-Communist world had not is 
changed as a result of recent developments in the Soviet Union; (2) the 
Indo-Chinese and Korean wars were interdependent; (3) there should J Uy 
be intensive study of ‘how, and to what extent, the United States might me 
be able to contribute material and financial support’ to win the Indo- tor 
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Chinese war; (4) strategic materials should be cut off from nations threat- 
ening the peace and security of the non-Communist world. The French 
Government announced that they intended to prevent the bunkering of 
ships carrying cargoes of strategic materials to Communist China, and 
the carrying of such cargoes to China by all French ships; (5) there was 
a continuing urgent need to permit a German military contribution to 
the defence of Europe, and through the contractual agreements to re- 
place the present occupation regimes in Germany; (6) it was necessary 
to establish the E.D.C. ‘with minimum delay’; (7) the United States 
and France would consult with each other on non-European problems 
‘in the light of the world position of both nations’ ; (8) further study was 
required on the problem of making progress towards better balanced 
and expanding world trade, and the convertibility of currencies. 

The statement said that the French delegation explained the economic 
and budgetary implications for France of carrying out her defence pro- 
grammes in Europe as well as in the Far East. The two delegations 
recognized that the E.D.C. was to be constituted within a constantly 
developing Atlantic community. “Therefore they place great importance 
upon efforts to improve the effectiveness of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization. This general question, as well as that of the essential 
balance between military necessities and economic possibilities, will 
again be considered during the next meeting of the North Atlantic 
Council in Paris on April 23.’ 

Saying that the representatives of the two countries reviewed a wide 
range of problems the statement added: ‘Peace will always remain the 
basic policy of the United States and France. The discussions therefore 
centred on measures for obtaining peace where there is fighting, and for 
consolidating peace where threats exist.’ 

Trade with China. Senator McCarthy informed the Senate that 
the Senate investigating committee (of which he was chairman) had 
negotiated an agreement with Greek owners of 242 vessels who had 
promised not to carry strategic material to China. 

The Senate, by 74 votes to 13, confirmed the appointment of Mr 
Charles Bohlen as Ambassador to Russia. 

30 Mar.—N.A.T.O. Field-Marshal Lord Montgomery, addressing 
the National Press Club in Washington, appealed for a new political 
organization to plan and direct the struggle against Communism. 
N.A.T.O. should be a part of it; by itself it was too narrow in its scope 
to serve as an effective body to co-ordinate the defence of the west. It 
could not make clear decisions giving political guidance, and it needed 
overhauling. 

31 Mar.—Korea. A State Department spokesman said that its 
‘attitude (towards the Communist proposals) is one of reserve, neither 
of over-optimism nor of throwing cold water on what Mr Chou En-lai 
is reported to have said’. 


URUGUAY. 27 Mar.—Trade with Britain. A treaty for the sale of 
meat to Britain was signed in Monte Video, the price being £161 a long 
ton. 
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U.S.S.R. 20 Mar.—Moscow Radio announced that Mr Malenkoy 
had been released from his duties as Secretary-General of the Com- 
munist Party and that Mr Kruschev would succeed him. The change 
had been decided at a plenary meeting of the Communist Party Central 
Committee on 14 March. The Committee had appointed a secretariat 
of five headed by Mr Kruschev. 
21 Mar.—United States. A Soviet Note in reply to the U.S. 
protest of 18 March was delivered at the U.S. Embassy. It rejected the 
U.S. protest, claimed that the U.S. aircraft had twice flown over Soviet 
territory in Kamchatka, and had opened fire when approached by 
two Soviet fighters. The Soviet Government protested against the 
violation of the Soviet frontier. 
24 Mar.—U.S. rejection of Soviet Note (see United States). 
26 Mar.—China. The signature was announced of a new Soviet- 
Chinese trade agreement and a protocol providing for aid to the 
Chinese People’s Republic in the construction of new electric power 
stations and in providing equipment for the metallurgical, mining, 
machinery, chemical, and electric power industries. Russia also under- 
took to supply China with agricultural machinery, pedigree cattle, and 
. In return China was to supply light metals, rice, wool, tea, 
tobacco, fruit, silk, and leather goods. 
27 Mar.—General Amnesty. An amnesty decree was issued 
applying to all persons serving sentences of up to five years, and to 
certain classes of prisoners regardless of the length of their sentences, 
including men over fifty-five, women over fifty or with young children, 
juveniles under eighteen, and anyone suffering from an incurable 
disease. Sentences of over five years would be halved, except for 
murderers, bandits, and counter-revolutionaries. 
31 Mar.—Price Reductions. Moscow radio announced reductions 
in the price of bread, flour, macaroni, peas, and beans by ro per cent 
and of meat and meat products by 15 per cent. Cotton, wool, linen, and 
certain articles of clothing were reduced by from 5 to 20 per cent. 


YUGOSLAVIA. 20 Mar.—Statement on Marshal Tito’s discussions in 
London (see Great Britain). 

23 Mar.—Tripartite Balkan Pact and Italy. Speaking to a joint 
session of the National Assembly, Mr Kardelj, a vice-President of the 
Federal Executive Council, declared that if an immediate settlement of 
the Trieste problem was not possible, the two countries should shelve 
it and co-operate in the sphere of mutual defence. He urged Italy’s 
association in the tripartite Yugoslav-Turco-Greek pact. The Assembly 
ratified the pact unanimously. 

The Assembly passed a law granting an amnesty to persons sentenced 
to not more than five years’ imprisonment for failing to deliver crop 
quotas to the Government. 

30 Mar.—Marshal Tito arrived back from London and told the press 
he wished to repeat his heartfelt thanks to the British people for the 
warm welcome he and his party received, which had exceeded all their 
expectations. From the workers along the Thames and the ordinary 
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citizens to the highest State officials everyone showed their warmth and 
sincerity so that they ‘immediately became convinced that we were 
in an allied country which received us with open arms’. The British 
people treated Yugoslavia as an equal; ‘they did not treat us with 
superior airs such as we experienced in the East’. 

31 Mar.—London Visit. Marshal Tito, addressing a large crowd in 
Belgrade, said: “We have received assurances that there can be no local 
war, and from the British Prime Minister personally.’ Mr Churchill 
had said to him at a party ‘We are your allies, and if Yugoslavia is 
attacked we shall fight and die together,’ and this, said the Marshal, ‘is 
sufficient for us; we do not need written treaties’. The Yugoslav atti- 
tude towards the North Atlantic Treaty had met with ‘full under- 
standing’ from the ‘majority of British officials’. 


LITIN LVAARTAAT SAMY SAT FATOMNMATA TTR ARN M/JODocITrY 


FORTHCOMING EVENTS 


Apr. 13 Conference on West Indian Federation, London. 

15 South African General Election. 
ie 19 Japanese General Election. 
sa 21 Elections in Denmark for Folketing and Landsting. 
‘i 23 North Atlantic Council, Paris. 

May 5 World Health Organization, Sixth Assembly, Geneva. 
¥ 7 Consultative Assembly, Council of Europe, Strasbourg. 
», 14 Assembly for a European Political Community. 
» 17 General Election in Hungary. 

June 7 General Election in Italy. 


PRINTED IN GREAT BRITAIN AT THE BROADWATER PRESS, WELWYN GARDEN CITY, HERTFORDSHIRE 


Pu 


co! 


DIS 


